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Mr. WILLIAM MASON. 
SIR, 
HAVE read your aſſectionate addreſs, in which 


you inſiſt, that if we worſhip God we muſt ho- 
* nour the King, though he be as bad as NERO was, 
* we have nothing to do with his ill conduct, nor 
* kear or ſpeak ill of dignities let their behaviour be 
hat it may.” 

If this doctrine is true, what King am I to honour ? 
Surely not the preſent King of England, who now 
enjoys the throne, for he is ſeated there by force; 


a S-wart then is our lawful ſovereign; therefore, if 
you pray for the preſent King to be eſtabliſhed upon 


the throne of England, you are ſinning againſt God, 
and a rebel to n lawful King. For if James Steww- 
art was as bad as NERO, you dare not call him to ac- 
count, conſequently he by force is robbed of his 


crown. This is the rock on which the writers at 


reſent in favour of the miniftry ſplit ; they ſet out 
Nom wrong premiſes and draw bad conclufions. 


England hath nothing to do with the manners, laws, 


or cuſtoms of other countries; but have a ſettled 


J form of government fixed between the king and 
| people. Beſdre a King of England is entruſted _ 


| "Y hs 4 9 | 
1 E. a p EF I = W 


a rn 1 


G 1 "oY , WE" po” Y =p r - 


SE. at od. wo vp a i a. ic 


2 


ee 
the crown, He ſwears to Almighty God, before the 
people, that he will ſupport the conſtitution” in- 
violably. | 

Fames Stewart, broke his coronation oath, and con- 
ſequently was cut off, (though I do not remember he 
eftablithed the Romith religion, by a law in any pro- 
vince of the Britith empire) otherwiſe had he con- 
tinued ſtrictly to the conſtitution, he would have now 
enjoyed the crown. David told Solomon, if his ſeed 
kept to the laws, he knew there would not be want- 
ing one of his offspring to ſway the Jewiſh ſceptre; 
but as they did not keep to the laws they were cut off. 
So long as a King of England adheres to the conſti- 
tution, be is the Lord's anointed, and muſt be ho- 
noured ; but if he deviates from it he breaks his 
oath, and all obligations is void. He is bound to the 
ſubject in like manner as the ſubject is to the King; 
2 He is made by the ſubject, but the ſubject not by 

im. 

Thereſore, the voĩce of the people ſhould always 
be adhered to by the King. As long as Saul kept to 
the law, he was honoured as a King; but when he 
departed from it, he was cut off from the people. 
When a King breaks in upon the conſtitution, he is 
as much a finner, as a ſubject when he offends the 
laws. All powers are ordained of God, and will 
retain their power if they continue in his goodneſs, 
_ otherwiſe they will be cut off. The preſent family 
ſtand on probation, let them take heed not to be high- 
minded, but fear, for if God ſpared not the natural 
branches, let the preſent be careful leaſt He ſpare not 
them. Every man, who by flattery or writing buoys. 
up u ſovereign in any unconſtitutional conduct, is 
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finning againſt God, and an enemy to his country, 
and ruining his Ki | 

Paſſive obedience = non reſiſtance, the doctrine 
the preſent Miniſtry, with their colleagues, ſeem de- 
termined to eſtabliſh, (propagated by Mr. Weſtiey and 
other Clergy) which when refuted by the moſt cogent 
reaſoning as contrary to the Britiſh conftitution, the 
abettors have had no other recourſe but ſlanderous 
aſperſions and perſonal inyeRtives ;—this J have ob- 
ſerved in the houſe as well as out of doors.— It is no- 
torious: the contrary doctrine, reſiſtance, is the bul- 
wark and life of the conſtitution of the Britiſh empire, 
through which his Majeſty 2 the throne ; which 


doctrine, being fo ably inveſtigated by the houſe of 


Lords in 1710, I thought the reciting it from 
SYDNEY'S hiftory of England, would be agreeable 
to the reader. 


Ihe debates in the Houſe of Lords became fo 
i Intereſting that the Queen herſelf was preſent. —The 


Fart of // harton obſerved, that Sacheveral!'s doctrine 
gf paſſiye obedience, might have the moſt ſerious 
and dangerous conſequences, that the principle of 
is refiftance was the corner ftone of rhe revolution; 
* chat to ſuppoſe it unlawful, was to ſuppoſe that a 
great part of the people and the praliament itſelf, 
*znilty of rebellion and injuſtice; thit of conſe- 


= «© quence the preſent Goverment could not be con- 


* fidered as-lawful, becauſe the Queens right was 


© wholly derived from the revolution.” —** Burnet 


* Biſhop of Salj/bury, the famous partiſan of WILLIAM, 
uſtiſed refiftance from hiſtory, both antient and 


modern. He alledged the examples of the 


Maccabres, the Dutch, the conduct of LIZABIIN 
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in their behalf, and the ſuccour granted to the 
« FJugmots; adding, that though the contrary o- 
* pinion had prevailed, thoſe who affected to ſup- 
port it were the firſt to plead for refiſtance when 
« they faw themlelvrs oppreſſed.“ „ 1 he Biſhop 
« of Bath and Hells, who was more a Tory in his 
« principles than Burnet, agreed, that refiſtance might 
«© be lawful in certain extraordinary cafes ; but add 
« ed, that the doctrine ought not to be propagated 
© among the people, who would be ready on many 
© gccafions to abuſe it; and that the Revolution, 
4 which thould rather be called a VocaT Io, ought ' 
not to be cited; that the term original contract, if 
© not uſed with great reſerve, might ihſpire the moſt - 
& pernicious principles, and that obedience could not 
* be preached with too much zcal, when reſiſtance 
% was ſupported with indiſcreet apologies. Theſe 
« reftecions irritated the Duke of Argyle; he aflerted, 
te that the clergy had in all ages abandoned the 
* intereſt of the people, and extolled the majeſty 
* of kings, that they may -govern them with more 
* caſe; and that this was a ſufficient reaſon why they 
** ſhould not interfere in political matters. Several 
of the moſt diſtinguiſhed Tories owned, that the 
% Doctor's ſermons were extravagant and abſuid, but 
* inſiſted they were not ſufficient to condemn him; 
* he was, however, found guilty by a majority of 
of ſeven votes, on which he was ſuſpended from the 
*© pulpit for three years, and his ſermons condemned 
to be burnt by the hands of the common hangman; 
* together with the famous decree of the uni- 
verſity of Oxford, in favour of abſolute authority, 
and the irrevocable right of Kings.“ 1 
* 5 While 
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While the King walks on the conſtitutional line, 
which he is ſworn to keep ſacred, doubtleſs he is the 
anointed of the Lord, if he thus keep in his goodneſs ; 
. otherwiſe will be cut off by the laws of God and nature. 
The covenant being fulfilled, the tics are binding; but 
when broke, diſſolved. 
isa well known truth, as hath been obſerved, that 
the Kings of England, and the people, have ſettled the 
rules of conſtitution for the-Britith empire, on a firm 
and laſting footing ; they delegate the King with the 


power of the ſceptre, on condition he ſwear to Al- 


mighty God, that he will preſerve the conſtitution in 
290 and ſtate, then is anointed King; but not to 
ſwerve to the right hand or to the left; the ſtate to 
be governed in every province by king and parlia- 
ment, who are to watch over, and take care to enact 
ſuch wholſome laws, as ſhall be for the good of the 
whole province they repreſent ; and that all provinces 
under the Britiſh empire, ſhould enjoy the ſame pri- 


veleges as Great Britain in parliament, make laws 


and tax their own province, This is the conſtitution 
as appears by Ireland, and all the provinces in North 


America, with the I India iſlands, having two 


houſes of aſſemblies, which are exactly the fame as 


our two houſes of parliament, the King at the head 


of every — or afſetnbly ; ſo that any act pro- 
a 


poſed and agreed to by both houſes, in any province 
of the Britiſh empire, is not binding until the King's 
fignet is ſet to it; every province annexed to the Bri- 
tub dominions has a right to the conſtitutional law 
of the empire. Great Britain, the mother country, 


— 


for nourithing and protecting them has rightly the 


ſupreme command: of the commerce of every pro- 
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vince; in this lay's the right of Great Britains ſupre- 
micy over all her dominions. | 
1 he Proteftant churches to bear rule in every pro- 
vince, however, the Roman churches might be to- 
lerated ; now I want to know how came this inno- 
vation of the conftitution in church and ſtate; the 
Roman religion made by a law the ruling church in 
Canada, the Engliſh conſtitution ſet aſide, and ano- 
ther contrary to it eſtabliſhed ; one province tax ano- 
ther, not known before this reign ? Indeed it is con- 
trary to the Britiſh conſtitution for one province to 
tax another without they were repreſented ; every 
county in England is repreſented, and if they tax me 
they 4 it feelingly, for they lay the fame on them- 
ſelves ; but were the Engli/h parliament to tax Ane- 
rica, they would feel nothing of it themſelves, there- 
fore may lay it onunreaſonablyasthey pleaſe, they feel it 
not; it is not only unconſtitutional, but in every 
point of view unreaſonable. But, why do I wonder, 
when even in our own kingdom, the King is adviſed, 
and actually did ſtep from the conſtitutional throne, 
into a deſpotic chair, and gave the Portland eſtate 
(formerly granted to that family and their heirs) to 
Lywther ? But the conſtitutional law checked him, 
and ſettled him back on . the Britiſh throne ; but a- 
gain, He leaves the throne, and attacks the grants of 
the crown in America; and in order, ſtill further, to 
infringe on the conſtitution, gives his ſceptre to the 
parliament of one province, and they weak enough 
receive it, and tax the Americans; they might as 
well have taxed Ireland. Why had not the Monarch 
cauſed eftimates, and conſtitutionally laid before each 


aſſembly, whatche wanted to ſupport the dignity of 
. | — the 
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they would not have ranſeds any; this is beg- 


2 Sing he queen lis ji been tried, or Waere the Y 


Found wanting var? 
h how. happy would. the King of the Britith em- 
e. was he not to ſwexve f.om the conſtitutiongl 
He would reign in the hearts of his ſubjccts in 
-general; peither. would.chey mind the 600, K-47 out 
of the ciyil, lifts; any, more than. the 809,000 l. annu- 
-ally granted to Tupport his dignity. Ihe miniſtry 
Hxed in every department would take off the weight 
of government from him ; no bribery nor corrup- 
tion, in order to get a majority to carry on an un- 
.conflitutional plan, would be wanting; if any maa, 
ill clamarous, he would be deſpiſed by almoſt all the 
Kingdom. Hut this tuft after power, this brat of hell, 
is the rain of loye and harmony. It is alarming to 
every lover of the Brunſwick line, to hear the Papiſts 
and thoſe that would, if called upon, ſpend. their lives 
fortunes for the Stewart faraily, praifing the pro- 
cecdings of the preſent miniſtry; it cannot be for any 


- other motive, but to get the King deſpiſed, and there- 


by opera way for. the Seerwarts 55 tO the throne; 
but, I hope God will fruſtrate the counſel and deſigns 


| ; | of that whore'o of Babylon, that Ahitophe!, ſcreened be- 


throne, open the Monarch's eyes, that he 


95 may, ſpurn the rebels to the Engli/h conſtitution from 


= ſurrounding. him, and then he 11 hg * M | 


the hearts of his EUE. 
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